
City of Gresham 
 Coalition of Neighborhood Associations 

October 12, 2010 – Springwater Trail Room, Gresham City Hall 
 

Meeting Minutes 
NEIGHBORHOOD ATTENDEES NEIGHBORHOOD ATTENDEES 

ASERT  Northeast NOT ACTIVE 

Centennial Tom Stanley, Marlene Byrne North Gresham  

Central City Bob Pung, Nancy Edmison,  
Ron Zitzewitz 

Northwest Diane Wichman  

Gresham Butte Bruce Hoyt Gresham Pleasant Valley  

Hollybrook NOT ACTIVE Powell Valley Thomas Griffith 

Kelly Creek Carol Rulla, Charles Teem Rockwood Catherine Nicewood 

Mt. Hood  Southwest Suzan Wells 

North Central Maggie Anderson Wilkes-East Curt Duvall, Marc Thornsbury 

Guests: Mike Abbaté 

 

Welcome: The meeting was called to order by Carol Rulla, Coalition President, at 7:00PM.   
 
Quorum: Ten (10) Neighborhood Associations were represented with elected board members; 
constituting a quorum.  
 
Approval of minutes: Minutes of September 14, 2010 approved without correction. 
 
Election: Nancy Edmison (from Central City NA) nominated for Coalition Secretary/Treasurer.  No 
other nominations.  Motion by Bob Pung Sr. to approve Nancy as Coalition Secretary/Treasurer.  
Seconded by Bruce Hoyt. 
               Motion: Passed. 
 
Public Comment: None. 
 
Neighborhood News & Reports:   

 Bob Pung:  Suggestion of Multnomah County Sheriff to speak at a future Coalition meeting.  
Members had no strong opinions, but suggested that any presentation by the Sheriff be combined 
with a Gresham public safety presentation in the new year.  Tom Griffith reported that the 
recommendations of the Public Safety Committee will soon go to the Gresham City Council and a 
presentation on those recommendations might be combined with a Sheriff presentation. 

 Bruce Hoyt:  There is a homeless at the 7th St. Bridge; 3 people living there and needs to get torn 
down.  Had Parks presentation at Gresham Butte meeting, and NA voted to support a $3 per 
month Utility Fee ear-marked as "for care of Parks".  Needs to send a letter to City Council.  

 
Urban Design and Planning Projects:  Mike Abbaté reported on the following projects: 

 Green Ribbon (Parks) Task Force.  Working on "funding level" options (Utility Fee vs. Parks 
District) and researching Parks District formation for October 20 meeting.  Task Force will make 
recommendation to the Council on November 9.  Possible vote on Parks District is 2012 Ballot. 

 Urban Forestry Plan.  Community forum & Council adoption postponed to January.  Arboretum at 
the Sports Park will be done in Nov/Dec/Jan. 

 Development Code Improvement Project.  Review of Community Service Use likely to have big 
impact.  

 Block & Storefront Improvement Grants.  5 Downtown recipients; designs being worked on; 
matching funds between City/Federal.  

 Downtown Parking.  Planning Commission work session on Dec. 13 moved to Jan. 10.  



 Retail Design Standards.  Establishing maximum sizes for new commercial buildings and creating 
new design standards.  Community Forum this Thursday, Oct. 14, and Planning Comission 
hearing Nov. 8. 

 Rockwood Design Standards.  Planning Commission work session moved from Nov. 22 to Feb. 
28. 

 Springwater Spur Trail through Main City Park.  $300,000 grant to work on upper section and 
$100,000 for end section.  Working on ways to get people from the Trail to Downtown Gresham.  

 Residential District Review.  Compatibility review restarting.  Drop-in Open Houses: 10/14, 11/10, 
11/18.  

 Historic Certified Local Government.  Recognizes historic properties and get grant money for 
projects.  

 
Discussion of Land Use Issues & Concerns:  

 Bruce Hoyt reported that there have been interested buyers looking at Pleasant Valley.   

 Catherine Nicewood asked about an ENN meeting that had been scheduled for Labor Day.  
Planners said ENN meeting could not be held on a holiday.   Mike will check into. 

 
Continuation of discussion of Draft Template for Neighborhood Association Bylaws:  
 
 Article IV, Membership: no change.  There is no proposed minimum age for membership 
(such as voting age) because the City Attorney said that would violate City Code prohibiting age 
discrimination.  
 
 Article V, Meetings of the Membership: no change.  Members agreed that 3 meetings per 
year was appropriate for the template, but City Code should not require more than 2 meetings per 
year since the City only provides 2 postcard mailings per year.  Annual Meetings in the fall are to 
allow training of new officers and to have new NA officers in place before Coalition elections in 
January.   
 
 Article VI, Board of Directors:  

 Change Section 3, Eligibility, to include all categories of membership and add that a letter of 
appointment from the governing Board of the Organization will be needed for representatives in 
categories C, D, E &, F to be eligible to serve on the Board of the Neighborhood Association.  

 Under Section 9, Powers and Duties, move assignment or reassignment of Board duties from a 
President’s power to a Board power. 

 Since many NAs do not have Land Use Committee members besides the Chair, a more accurate 
title than “Land Use Chair” would be something like “Land Use Director”.  Committees section 
could be reworded to omit “standing committee” language and replace it with language to create 
committees as needed.  Marc Thornsbury offered to help Carol draft language and suggested 
looking at Wilkes East draft bylaws. 

 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:50PM.   
 

Minutes prepared by: Nancy Edmison, Coalition Secretary, and Carol Rulla, Coalition President 

Next meeting: Tuesday, November 9, 2010 – Springwater Trail Room 

NOTE:  The Coalition of Gresham Neighborhood Associations is referred to in the minutes as “Coalition”.  Neighborhood Associations are referred to in 
the minutes as “NA”. 
 


